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30 Years of Groundbreaking Theatre
Necessary Angel Theatre Company Announces its 30th Anniversary Season

& Launches New Associate Artist Program
Toronto, October 8, 2008 – Necessary Angel Theatre Company is pleased to announce that the 2008-2009 season marks the company’s 30th year of creating some of Canada’s most original and innovative theatre. The company has collaborated with many of the country's finest theatre artists and literary icons, produced countless groundbreaking and award-winning productions, and toured across Canada and around the world to great acclaim.

Always fiercely independent and artistically driven, Necessary Angel has grown from strength to strength over the last three decades and is now widely recognized as one of Canada’s preeminent creation and touring companies. In the last three years alone, the company has taken its work to over twenty cities, both here and abroad. Last season, Necessary Angel opened the Melbourne International Arts Festival, one of the world’s great performing arts festivals, with its tremendously acclaimed production of John Mighton’s Half Life, which has now been seen by close to 85,000 people.

As part of its anniversary celebrations, Necessary Angel is proud to announce the official launch of its exciting new Associate Artist Program, which is made possible through a generous donation by Judith Harris in honour of Tony Woolfson’s 60th birthday. The Associate Artist Program is a landmark initiative that will allow the company to invite visionary theatre artists of great renown to work with the company on projects of their choosing and, it is hoped, create theatrical works of lasting importance. The program is designed to broaden Necessary Angel’s voice and presence on the international stage.
The first Associate Artist, Scottish director and designer Graham McLaren, is one of the U.K.’s most provocative theatre practitioners. Best known to Toronto audiences for his Dora Award-winning production of Medea that played Harbourfront’s World Stage in 2002, McLaren’s highly lauded work has travelled extensively across the globe. The second Associate Artist, Brigitte Haentjens, is the winner of the 2007 Siminovitch Prize, the largest and most prestigious national theatre prize in Canada.  Haentjens is a fearless creator of great distinction whose highly rigorous and exact work has been seen primarily in Quebec.  She recently directed a brilliant and controversial production of Sarah Kane’s Blasted in Montreal starring the great, much-loved Quebecois actor Roy Dupuis. A third international artist will be announced later.

2008-2009 Season

The 2008-2009 season lineup includes the Toronto premiere of HardSell, a new high-voltage, multi-media, one-person show from the creators of Bigger Than Jesus, as well as four works-in-progress from some of Canada’s most provocative and beloved theatre practitioners.

HardSell is co-created by Rick Miller and Necessary Angel Artistic Director Daniel Brooks, designed by Ben Chaisson and Beth Kates, and features a tour-de-force performance by the electric Miller under the direction of Brooks. Through an endless torrent of jokes, jingles, voices, and people, including Richard Dawkins, Stephen Lewis, Morgan Freeman, Bugs Bunny and Rick Miller, HardSell is a multimedia extravaganza that slyly exposes the commodification of everything – theatrical irony at its nastiest. The Toronto premiere of Necessary Angel and WYRD production’s HardSell, presented by the Canadian Stage Company, previews from April 13 and runs to May 9, 2009 (opening April 16) at the Canadian Stage Company's Berkeley Theatre Downstairs.

Necessary Angel will also work with Associate Artist Graham McLaren on a radicalized and visceral version of Hamlet to produce, with only a cast of nine, a unique 100-minute experience seething with amorality. McLaren both directs and designs what will be a vital, brutal and sexy production featuring some of Canada's finest actors, including Tom McCamus, Stephen Ouimette and Gord Rand. This world sneak preview work-in-progress runs at Buddies in Bad Times Theatre from November 20-23, with full production and touring slated for 2009-2010. 

The company’s 30th anniversary season also sees a new workshop production from one of the most potent and influential partnerships in Canadian theatre: Daniel Brooks and Daniel MacIvor. Brooks and MacIvor have created such legendary shows as House, Here Lies Henry, Monster and Cul-de-Sac.  Their next collaboration, This Is What Happens Next, is a fairytale-gone-wrong when a man wakes up and can't stop growing… based entirely on true stories told through a fairytale, three dreams and countless lies. Written and performed by MacIvor and directed and dramaturged by Brooks, This Is What Happens Next runs at the Factory Studio Theatre from December 12-14 before heading to Montreal's Usine C in January of 2009. A Toronto production and cross Canada tour is slated for 2009/10.

Additionally, John Mighton and Daniel Brooks will workshop their newest collaboration, as yet untitled, behind closed doors in October of 2008 and May of 2009. This will be the third collaboration between the two, who last worked on Possible Worlds and Half Life together, both Governor General's Award winners. As well, work will begin on a new project with Associate Artist Brigitte Haentjens. Both plays will have public presentations next season.

The company has launched a brand new website at www.necessaryangel.com where Artistic Director Daniel Brooks also has a new blog.  
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